10 Alhndidﬂie:blsinesanananaged to keep

the price the same as last year, at £30 p.person . -

Please send all deposits / payments, which.
confirms the booking, to our treasurer George
Poole and not to Allan McRae.

seating preferences. on 01604 491836. -
Members are requested to arrive no earlier than
7pm for 8. Once again we prevail upon the
generosnty of the members attending to donate
prizes for A. M.R.(Anmnl Marathon Raffle)

Bon Vivants requiring transport from their

Bob Hope in good time.

AGM on Sunday 11" May will Commence at
13.00hrs in the AirSpace Facility, classroom No
3, by kind permission of the Dept of Learning -
For those attending for the first time this can be
found at ground level on the far right wall.
Entry to the airfield via the guardroom gate
Members attending are reminded that they must
contact Bob Hope on 01554 890520 with their car
reg.No’s and number of occupants

Subscriptions usually fall due in May and
October and you can check your status with our
treasurer, George Poole on 01869 243887

To save time at the meeting the £3p.p admission

cost can also be sent provnded you include a note
to that effect.

Contact Allan with any dlﬂﬂy requirements and .

respective hotels to Heydon Grange must inform |

Airshows |
~Sunday 18" May S;rmgmrshow o
- Sat& Sun 12" /13" July ‘Flying Legends’
Sat & Sun 6" /7" Sept * Duxford 90"'Annw
- Sun 5" Oct. ‘Autumn Airshow”

Om'two stalwarts, JtmG-mimgeandlnlelgme
will be manning our recruitment stand on those
dates and would welcome any help from willing
-vohmteas. ‘Contact Jim on 01322 274245

Sadly lhve to reportthepmgof'-
- Bob Coddington m N.Z. ATC Officer
Len Smith. 66Sgn F/m E. 1948-49

Leo Woodward. 64Sqn Armourer 1958-61
Roy Wickes. E.P.A.S. 1954-55

RIP.

Non member Jack Leatherbarrow seeks our help
in trying to locate Tom Muir Gardiner whom he
met at El Firdan around 1952 - 54. Tom an LAC
M.T. driver did serve at Duxford at one time ?
If you can help please Contact Jack

on 01257 462554.

Jim Garlinge has been approached by Brian
Hooper who edits the NSRAFA magazine ‘Astral’
to exchange links and web addresses. This we
have agreed to do as it could be mutually
beneficial to increasing the membership.

Their directive appears on the back page.



Sponsorship of 655qn Hunter

It was at the September Air Show 2007 when
Jim Garlinge approached a couple who was
showing interest in the Hunter aircraft on
display close to the recruiting stand. Mr & Mrs
D. Boyce kindly explained that they had
recently taken on a 3yr.sponsorship of the 65
Sqn Hunter MkVI.

| later contacted Mr Boyce and he went on to
explain. “Having had a long association with
the Royal Air Force and a particular affection
for the Hunter, | attended a fund raising dinner
held at the headquarters of Marks and Spencer
in London to raisc money for business aviation
at Duxford. There were 3 aircraft that were put
up for sponsorship, the Spitfire, the Meteor and
the Hunter.

My wife and I decided to sponsor the Hunter
which we have agreed to do over three years. .. David and Caroline Boyce

[n answer to your query, I have not served in the Royal Air Force but I farmed alongside Royal Air Force
Leconficld in Yorkshire in the 60s when 19 and 92 squadrons were based there, flying initially Hunters,
then Lightnings. I was made an honorary member of their mess and it was through this connection that 1
became very friendly with several pilots, two of whom joined the Red Arrows acrobatic team. [ have been
honoured to {ly with the team on several occasions, firstly in the Gnat and then in the BAES Hawk. I have
had a very happy 40 year association with the RAF and was honoured to receive the Red Arrows
Iellowship Trophy. I have flown in the Jet Provost and the Hunter and it was in a privately owned Hunter
17 that I was involved with in the London to Paris and London to Cork air races. We had tremendous
support from the RAF at this time which enabled us to obtain two world air records. I still maintain
friendships with many RAF friends from my Leconfield days and every year I hold a reception in the City
for the Red Arrows and many of my other RAF friends. I trust this gives you a background into why my
wife and I were so keen to support the Hunter at Duxford.

Meanwhile, | wish you all every success with the wonderful work you do supporting this magnificent
aircraft”.

Yours sincerely,
David & Caroline Boyce

Further notes on ‘T” — Tango from John Quarterman (2006)

635 Sqn’s “T”, which I had flown many times, and on one occasion had to return to Chivenor with
hydraulic failure, now stands on static display on her home patch ! It was registered XE627 and delivered
new in 1956 from an MU, (probably 5), to 92 Sqn at Acklington. In early 1957, she headed south for
Duxtord, joining 65 Sgn as “T",. most of the time with Tim Barrett’s name on the nose.

When 65 Sqn disbanded in March 1961, XE627 was “posted” to Chivenor, joining 229 OCU and
becoming “4” in the OCU Fleet. Later in 1961, she was loaned to No 1(F) Sqn at Stradishall, becoming
“D” and moving with the Sqn to Waterbeach in November. In 1963 she was back in the OCU fleet as
“617, still a Mk 6. Thereafter XE627 remained with the OCU, TWU and 4FTS for a decade. during which
time she was converted to Mk 6A standard, probably during the “raspberry ripple” days at Valley, but my
records unfortunately do not cover this period. |



Steve Sanders Remembers

50 years ago, almost to the day (Feb 4™ 1958) [ saw 64 Squadron, flying a Meteor 12 (or was it a 14?), take to the

skies from RAF Duxford on another PI (Practice Interception). A fow months later, the squadron converted to
Javelin Mk 7s, the most nimble of the Javs!

: |

On this day 50 years ago, Steve Sanders
and John Corby (ROs) arrived 1o join the
squadron fresh from the OCU at North
Luffenham. To celebrate this S0*
anniversary, 4 Feb 2008, Steve and John.
with wives Anne and Sheila were met by
Les Millgate who gave them an excellent
tour of the base and stirred up many old
= memories. “Do you remember those flash
. aircraft recognition tests at the morning

~  briefings; do you remember the [.ondon
to Paris Air race?”, and so it went on.
Les, of course, was a senior squadron
pilot with whom they both flew from time
to time.

SR

John, Sheila, Ann and Steve

Seeing the old hangars, the tower, the crew rooms, the guard room (from
the outside Steve hastened to add) and the messes really brought back
leelings of the “good old days™ and it really did scem like yesterday!
“Borrow the station flight Metcor 7 for the weekend?” “Well. of course but
don’t break it!”

“Les gave up a good part of his day to make our day special” said Steve.
“S0 here’s to the next 50 years™.

John and Sheila left to drive back up to their home in Cumbria, Steve and
Anne far closer to Suffolk.

“Do you know Les, we recognised you immediately, and you haven’t
changed one iota!!!”

John & Steve with Les

- * - v % e, | o %
Exercise for over 60's %

| have found the perfect exercise:-
Begin by standing on a comfortable surface with plenty of room on each side.

With a 51b potato sack in each hand extend your arms straight out from your sides and hold the position for as long
as possible. Ity to reach a full minute and then relax. Fach day vou will find that you can hold this position for a
little longer. Alter a couple of weeks move up to 101b potato sacks. and cventually try to get where you lift a 501b
potato sack in each hand and hold your arms straight for more than a full minute - I'm at this level.

After you feel confident at this level..............oooenieneeniiniieieiiniii, put a potato in each of the sacks.! (Ed)



Two Six on the Doors by Terry Crowley
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